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CEO Message

Dear RBI Community 
Greetings and welcome to our new edition of  
Thuto-seatleng, showcasing the many initiatives and 
programmes we are supporting at Royal Bafokeng Institute 
(RBI) with your wonderful support as our stakeholders.

Best wishes 
Simon Tankard 
CEO: Royal Bafokeng Institute 

We hope that the first half of the year 
has been enjoyable and rewarding  
for you in your respective fields  
of interest. 

Through Thuto-seatleng, we want to 
share our insights and experiences 
with you, as we have been busy with  
a number of programmes in support  
of the education pipeline, from  
Early Childhood Development (ECD), 
public and independent schooling, to 
Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET). 

We are proud to be developing 
our partnership with North-West 
University (NWU) as a Satellite 
Campus for distance learning 
students in and around Phokeng. 
In June we hosted six hundred 
NWU students who came to write 
examinations at RBI, and we  

were reminded of the pressures  
that distance learning students  
face, often juggling busy work  
and learning schedules to  
achieve success.

Our ECD colleagues have 
implemented a professional 
development programme for twenty 
practitioners in partnership with 
Macmillan Education and sponsored 
by Implats. We are prioritising  
support for early childhood 
development and expanding our ECD 
Centres using a franchise model 
throughout the communities of the 
Bafokeng Nation, to upgrade existing 
facilities and to expand into new 
geographic areas.

RBI hosted a Winter Vacation School 
Programme in July attended by 250 
learners in grades 9, 10 and 11. It 

focused on career development, 
STEM and related areas aligned 
to post-school studies and the 
world of employment. Starting new 
business ventures, entrepreneurship, 
and careers in the arts, were also 
included in the programme. 

This year the RBI Arts Festival will  
be held in September and will provide 
the opportunity for young artists 
to showcase their talent and raise 
awareness of the potential of  
many learners to a wide range  
of stakeholders. 

As we embark on the latter half of 
2023, this is an ideal time to engage 
with us about your specific needs and 
aspirations. This is so that we can 
explore possibilities for collaboration 
and partnership in support of our 
learning journey to realising the 
vision of empowerment through 
education, employment and economic 
development, and a better quality of 
life for all.  

Enjoy reading  
Thuto-seatleng. We look 
forward to receiving your 
feedback and suggestions!
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About RBI

RBI was founded in 2007 as a part of Kgosi Leruo Molotlegi’s larger  
goal of ensuring a sustainable future for the Royal Bafokeng Nation.  
Our purpose is simple yet powerful – to set children on the  
path to achieving their potential.

Origins

• Early childhood development 
• Primary and secondary education 
• Post-school programmes 
• Learner and graduate support 
• Teacher development 
• Community school programmes

FOCUS 
AREAS

OUR  
ACHIEVEMENTS

56 39 13 90 20
successful trade 

tests completed by 
apprentices in 2022

primary and secondary 
schools co-managed 
with the Department  

of Education benefiting  
26 000 learners

professional  
early learning 

centres benefiting  
600 children

teachers  
trained at our  

Akanyang Campus

ECD practitioners are  
in training in 2023
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Creating inclusion through the Arts

Key dates and information:

30 August 2023 applications close. 
Application forms are available on 
the RBI website.  
Click here to access it.  
Please note, your artwork should 
be submitted along with your 
application form on the RBI website. 
Application fee payments must also 
be made at the time of submitting 
your application. Please note, if 
learners are not able to submit their 
artwork digitally, they can drop them 
off at the RBI Campus in Phokeng.

Exhibitors and vendors are 
encouraged to join the RBI Arts 
Festival. Find out more on how to 
take part on the RBI website:  
www.bafokenginstitute.org.za. 

We are excited to host you in 
Phokeng, right at the heart of  
the Royal Bafokeng Nation!

RBI is searching for 
artistic talent in our 
communities through a  
first-of-a-kind  
Royal Bafokeng Institute 
Arts Festival  
scheduled to take place 
on 18 – 22 September 2023.

The festival aims to provide a platform for young 
visual artists, art enthusiasts and performing artists 
to gather and display their work. It is open to artists 
from Grade 8 to Grade 12 and University students up 
to the age of 25 across South Africa. 

The theme ‘Art of Inclusion’ celebrates the boundless 
nature and inspirational power of the arts. This 
is more than just an art festival, it is a conscious 

effort to ensure that young artists, regardless of 
background, are valued and provided with equal 
opportunity to participate and thrive in the arts. 

Aspiring young South African artists are invited to 
apply in the categories: Fine Arts, Performing  
Arts and Film.

Application fees start from R150 per participant.

 Lost in translation by Hoosmadevi Bajah
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RBI Maths and Science support programme  
showing great results

Although Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematic (STEM) subjects are taught as part of the 
curriculum at Royal Bafokeng Nation (RBN) schools, 
the Royal Bafokeng Institute (RBI) Maths and Science 
programme is playing a valuable and significant role 
to prepare learners for STEM related Higher Education 
Institution (HEI) studies.

The programme, which was introduced in 2018, aims to increase the number of 
learners to obtain exceptional results in maths and science at the National Senior 
Certificate (NSC) exams and to facilitate their entry into HEIs.

Historically, learners avoid choosing maths and science from Grade 10 until 12 and the matric 
pass rate is low for those who elect these subjects. 

The programme runs as an intervention and support system. It currently impacts 504 learners 
from nine RBN secondary schools who are recruited in Grade 10 and remain on the programme 
until Grade 12.  

Learners recruited in 2018 have shown improvement, those who achieved grades between  
20 – 25% in 2018 were able to improve them by up to 70% at the end of 2020. Equally significant, 
grades of the same learners maintained the same trajectory of improvement.

RBI Maths and Science support programme is delivered in partnership with Advantage Learn, 
a South African company providing support to learners with specific focus on STEM subjects. 
Together we have implemented an online platform to further enable learning for this group of 
learners. Initially implemented to offset the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the platform 
supports a hybrid model of face-to-face and online learning interventions. An online library is 
one of the impactful features of the platform, which has enabled learners to access books and 
recorded lessons. Learners also benefit from practice questions and online tests.

Recruitment is done at the Grade 10 level every year as the previous year’s matric class exits the 
system. “We anticipate offering these learners further support in 2023. They took part in the RBI 
Winter Vacation School Programme, which aimed to prepare learners for matric and post-school 
education through subject choice and career guidance,” says Molefi Modise, RBI Manager:  
Public Schools.

Support in delivering this programme to more learners is crucial and welcome. 

E-mail Kgosana Titus Mookeletsi at Titus.Mookeletsi@bafokeng.com to find out how your 
organisation can become involved.
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RBI’s 2023 Reading for Meaning programme  
aims to enhance comprehension skills 

In a continued effort to boost literacy and foster critical thinking 
skills among learners, RBI launched its 2023 Reading for Meaning 
programme in May. The programme, introduced in 2018, aims to 
address the growing concern of declining reading comprehension 
among young learners and provide tools and skills to enhance 
their understanding of what they read.

The programme, developed through 
a collaborative effort between Royal 
Bafokeng Institute (RBI) and the 
National Education Collaboration 
Trust (NECT), benefits Grade 4 
learners at the time of transitioning 
from Setswana Language of Learning 
and Teaching (LOLT) to English 
LOLT. By focusing on comprehension 
skills, the programme seeks to equip 
learners to understand, interpret 
information, and think critically about 
what they have read.

Molefi Modise, RBI Manager for 
Public Schools, has emphasised the 
importance of reading for meaning 
in preparing young learners for 
their entire schooling careers and in 
improving their critical reading skills 
that they will find useful later in life. 
“In an age where we are overwhelmed 
by information, understanding 

what we read is important. This 
programme is designed to empower 
learners to become active thinking 
readers who can make sense of 
difficult texts and navigate the volume 
of knowledge they encounter in 
school,” Modise explained.

The Reading for Meaning programme 
encompasses a range of activities 
tailored for the Grade 4 group. It 
employs interactive digital platforms, 
online resources, and engaging 
multimedia content to captivate 
learners’ interest and promote  
active participation. 

One of the programme’s main 
features is its focus on making 
learners aware of their thinking 
processes while reading. They will 
learn to employ techniques such as 
predicting, summarising, questioning, 
and clarifying to enhance their 
understanding. Reading champions 
who were identified through the 
School Governing Bodies facilitate the 
programme. They were recruited from 
local unemployed youth who passed 
matric or have gained a post matric 
qualification and have majored in 
English, and / or are retired teachers. 

They received comprehensive training 
from NECT to ensure they can 
effectively implement the programme 
in classrooms.

The programme will roll out to 24 
primary schools benefitting 480 
learners in 2023, having impacted 
770 learners over the past five years. 
Baseline assessments and pre-tests 
were conducted with participating 
learners prior to the start of the 
programme. RBI will analyse the 
findings and use assessment results 
at the end of the programme to show 
the impact of the intervention. 

The RBI Reading for Meaning 
programme is a significant milestone  
in pursuit of an educated  
Bafokeng Nation. 

The Progress in International 
Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) for 
2023, has revealed that only 19% of 
South African Grade 4 learners can 
read for meaning. By continually 
implementing programmes for the 
betterment of education at RBI, we 
hope to empower people to thrive 
in this information-driven and 
interconnected world. 
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Grade 12 Learners have to make crucial  
decisions about the future. 

Meeting deadlines is not the only reason to  
apply early. Here are more reasons to note:

Available spaces for 
higher education

Quite often, the number of learners who 
qualify for admission to HEIs surpasses 
the number of available spaces.

More chances of 
getting accepted at  
an HEI of your choice

By applying early, applicants enjoy the 
opportunity of being considered by 
institutions of their choice.

Turn-around times  
for application 
feedback

The sooner a learner applies, the 
sooner they will receive feedback. Once 
accepted, they can also apply for other 
necessities for their first year, such as 
study assistance.

Access to financial 
assistance

One last thing to 
worry about

Financiers receive many applications. 
They also often cannot fund everyone. 
Applying immediately after the 
application window has opened  
allows one enough time to apply for 
study assistance.

Once a learner is accepted, they can 
concentrate on their Grade 12 studies 
for their preliminary and year-end 
assessments.

Secure your first-year admission at a university  
as soon as the application window opens

They have to deal with the pressure of acquiring good grades, choosing the 
right study path, selecting the right Higher Education Institution (HEI), and 
the added burden of high expectations.

To relieve some of the pressure, RBI is encouraging the class of 2023  
to apply for HEI qualifications after the application windows open,  
which have been open since the first of April at South African Higher  
Education Institutions. 

RBI understands that many obstacles can deter learners from applying 
on time – such as internet data and access to suitable computers. To 
combat this, RBI is offering free online application support to learners. RBI 
personnel will assist learners complete their online applications from the 
beginning to the end. Learners should bring a copy of their certified grade 
11 results and a certified ID copy. Where possible, applicants should have 
these copies saved on a memory stick.

To be assisted, visit the RBI Campus in Phokeng either on  
Wednesday or Thursday.  
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Teacher development prioritised

RBI is an official Learning Support Centre of North-West University’s 
(NWU) Unit for Distance Learning (UODL) in Rustenburg.

Through its Akanyang Centre for Teaching (ACT), RBI plays a vital 
role in the training and development of student teachers registered 
through NWU UODL. RBI is proud to announce that 15 of year one 
student teachers have started internships at Kitsong School and 
other selected RBN schools. The internship programme is a skills 
transfer process through which we provide student teachers with 
specific in-classroom skills and improve their subject-specific skills 
and understanding.

The RBI student-teacher internship process plays a critical role in 
creating a rich reservoir of expert teachers and practitioners.

The workshop was aimed at introducing RBN 
Grade 2 educators to some of the latest and 
cutting-edge strategies on how to teach  
Group-Guided and Shared Reading. According 
to the latest Progress in International Reading 
Literacy Study (PIRLS) 2023, 81% of Grade 4 
learners in South Africa, are unable to read for 
meaning at the end of the Foundation Phase. 
Throughout 2023, similar workshops will be  
held, benefitting RBN Educators of Grades R, 
through to Grade 3. 

NWU UODL  
ACT B.Ed Year one  
candidates embark  

on internships

Shared and  
Group-Guided Reading  
CPTD Workshop
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kgothaletsa basetsana botlhe ba ba botlana go 
ngaparela se ba se ratang, ba ithute ka tiro eno e 
ntle mme e le e e gwetlhang le e e duelang, ba dire 
ka natla, mme ba atlege, jaaka re itse gore ba ka 
kgona go atlega, ka gonne ke bone baeteledipele  
ba ka moso mo tirong eno.” go rialo modulasetulo 
wa Women in Mining South Africa, e bong  
Raksha Naidoo. 

Ditlamo tsa meepo le tsa thekenoloji tsa Aforika 
Borwa le tsone di ne di na le dipontsho tsa tsone 
mo pontshong eno, di ntsha tshedimosetso e e 
oketsegileng ka diabe tse di farologaneng tse ba 
nang le tsone mo madirelong ano e bile di na le 
dithulaganyo tsa go ruta ba bangwe.

Tobetsa fano go 
bona dibidio tsa 
dintlhakgolo tsa 
pontsho eno.

Baithuti ba ba kwa godimo ba basetsana ba ile  
pontshong ya basadi mo ditirong tsa meepo

Baithuti ba le makgolo a mararo 
ba basetsana go tswa dikolong 
tse dikgolo mo Porofenseng ya 
Bokone-Bophirima ba ile pontshong 
ya Basadi mo Ditirong tsa Meepo 
ka Lamatlhatso 15 Moranang kwa 
Rustenburg. Pontsho eno e e kaga 
ditiro, e e neng e tshwerwe ke  

Women in Mining South Africa 
(WiMSA), ba dirile semphato le 
Fraser Alexander le Royal Bafokeng 
Institute (RBI), e ne e tshwerwe go 
tlhotlheletsa bana ba basetsana go 
bona ditiro mo dikarolong tsa saense, 
thekenoloji, boenjineri le dipalo 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Maths [STEM]).  

Basetsana ba le 30 ba ba 
tsayang maemo a a kwa 
godimo go tswa kwa dikolong 
di le lesome tse di kwa 
godimo ba ne ba lalediwa 
go kopana le basadi ba ba 
dirang mo meepong mme 
ba utlwe dikgang maeto le 
maitemogelo a bone.

“Re motlotlo go nna karolo ya pontsho eno ya 
Basadi mo Ditirong Tsa Meepo, ka gonne pontsho 
eno e dira gore go tshwarwe metlotlo ya go 
tlhotlheletsa basadi ba babotlana go bona karolo 
eno ka leitlho le lengwe. Ga se ya baenjinere fela, 
mme ke karolo e e makgamu mantsi, e e nang le 
ditshono tse dintsi tse basetsana ba babotlana ba 
ka di dirisang, segolobogolo mo porofenseng e e 
humileng ka meepo jaaka Bokone-Bophirima”, 
go rialo Motsamaisi wa RBI Marketing and 
Communication, e bong Tumi Sefemo.

Mo pontshong eno go ne go na le basadi ba ba 
di gogang kwa pele mo go tsa meepo ba kopane 
mmogo go bolelela ba bangwe maitemogelo a bone 
le go tlhotlheletsa kokomana e e latelang ya basadi 
mo meepong. 

Mokhuduthamaga-Mogolo wa Lefapha la Badiri mo 
Fraser Alexander, e bong Claire McMaster o ne a 
tshwaela jaana: “Fraser Alexander e ikemiseditse 
go kgothaletsa gore go nne le tekatekano mo 
bathong ba bong jo bo farologaneng, e seng fela 
mo setlamong seno sa rona, ka dithulaganyo tsa 
rona tse di farologaneng tsa katiso, mme gape le 
mo madirelong ano otlhe. Ke gone ka moo re leng 
motlotlo go tshegetsa thulaganyo eno e e kaelang 

le e e rutang go kgothaletsa basetsana go batla 
ditiro mo dikarolong tseno tse di botlhokwa tse di 
tlhokegang go sireletsa isago ya rona le go thusa go 
bona ditharabololo mo mathateng a lefatshe.” 

Go thusa basetsana le basadi ba nnye ba ba nang 
le kgatlhego mo dithutong tse di botlhokwa tsa 
STEM le mo ditirong tse di tshwanang le tsa meepo 
le boenjineri go botlhokwa thata ka go thusa go 
fokotsa go tlhoka tekatekano mo gare ga batho ba 
bong jo bo farologaneng e bile go tlhomamisa gore 
basha ba Aforika Borwa ba nna le kitso le bokgoni jo 
ba bo tlhokang go lebana le dikgwetlho tsa ka moso.

Go ya ka tshedimosetso e e golotsweng ke Minerals 
Council South Africa, basadi mo meepong ya 
Aforika Borwa ba dira fela 15-18%. Seno se bontsha 
botlhokwa jwa go kgothaletsa thuto mo dirutweng 
tseno tsa konokono gore re kgone go itebaganya 
le kgang eno ya tekatekano mo gare ga batho ba 
bong jo bo sa tshwaneng go simolola kwa tlase le 
go thusa go bulela basadi le basetsana tsela mo 
dikarolong tse pele di neng di tsewa gore ke tsa 
banna fela. 

“Moono wa rona monongwaga ke Nna Pelokgale, 
O se Tshabe Sepe, Mme o Nne Wena! Re batla go 
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RBI Construction Campus kwa Maile ba ne ba itumelela go 
tshwara Boto le Botsamaise jwa Construct Education and Training 
Authority (CETA) fa go ntse go tlhatlhobiwa direkoto nako le 
nako – moo ba etelang ditlamo tse ba di thusang ka matlole go 
tlhomamisa gore gotlhe ke ga boleng jo bo kwa godimo.

Kemedi e e neng e eteletswe pele ke Modulasetulo wa 
Boto le CEO o ne a kgatlhilwe ke seemo sa lefelo leno 
la khampase, e leng selo se se seyong mo dikolong 
tsa kago tse di kwa magaeng. Ba ne ba akgola badiri 
le motsamaisi wa mo khampaseng, ka tiro ya bone 
e e dirilweng ka bonatla le seemo sa didiriswa, 
diphaposiborutelo le dithuto tse di rutwang mo 
khampaseng eno.

Badiri ba mo khampaseng, fa ba ne ba baakanyetsa loeto 
lono, ba ne ba tshwara kgaisano ya go phepafatsa le go 
bontsha bokgoni jwa bone mo diphaposiborutelong tse di 
farologaneng. Setlhopha sa baatlhodi ba ba ikemetseng 
ka nosi e ne ya etela khampase eno go sekaseka tiro 
eno ba leba bophepa jwa diphaposiborutelo, tsela e di 
rulagantsweng ka yone, le dipontsho tse di bontshang 
pholo le pabalesego, tsela e diphaposipolokelo di 
rulagantsweng ka gone le tsela e e molemo e ditokomane 
tsa go faela le tsa ditlhatlhobo di rulagantsweng ka teng.

Re lebogisa lefapha la ba ba dirang ka logong ba ba neng 
ba dira tiro e e manontlhotlho ka dilo tse di dirilweng ka 
logong mme ba iponela maemo a ntlha mo kgaisanong 

eno. Lefapha le le dirang ka dipeipe tsa metsi le ne la 
bona maemo a bobedi mme le le dirang ka go aga ka 
ditena le ne la bona maemo a boraro.

Tlhogo ya RBI TVET e bong Martie Botha o ne a 
kgothaletsa badiri go tswelela ba tlhokometse khampase 
eno ka tsela e ba e tlhokometseng ka teng go tlhomamisa 
gore baithuti le batho ba bangwe ba ba dirisanang le 
khampase eno ba ikutlwe ba amogetswe mo go yone.

RBI Construction Campus e e kwa Maile, Diepkuil kwa 
Rustenburg e thusa baithuti ka matlole le ka thuto ka 
go ba katisa mo tirong le mo maemong a mangwe mo 
dilong tse di tshwanang le go aga ka ditena, go dila ka 
poleisetere, go dira ka dipeipe tsa metsi, go penta, go dira 
ka letsopa, le go dira ka logong. Ditiro tse di rutwang mo 
khampaseng eno di neilwe monwana wa kgonojwe ke 
Quality Council for Trades of Occupations (QCTO) le CETA.

Go bona tshedimosetso e e oketsegileng ka khampase  
romela imeile go: beauty.nameng@bafokeng.com le   
Otlhabane.lotlhare@bafokeng.com

RBI Construction Campus e tshwere  
Boto le Tsamaiso ya SETA CETA
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LEGO resources are used as an intervention for 
curriculum support across Bafokeng primary 
schools (foundation phase).

A lot can be achieved with a few bricks of LEGO 
resources. This was the purpose of this recent 
RBI LEGO workshop for Grade R educators. The 
next workshop is schedule for Grade 1 educators 
in the next term.

At RBI, we believe that play is crucial in the 
learning process and anticipate that the LEGO 
workshop will enable educators to make learning 
fun, meaningful and interactive for learners. The 
workshop was attended by 25 educators who will 
be supported and monitored as they implement 
the programme in their respective classes. 

ECD practitioner training on NQF Level 4 underway The LEGO educational programme 

•	 Training of 20 ECD practitioners across 13 supported centre  
is underway.

•	 The training comes as part of an 18-month programme funded  
by Impala.

•	 Practitioners have completed 3-unit standards since the 
inception of training on 6 March 2023.

•	 MacMillan Teacher Campus provides quality assurance on  
the training imparted.

•	 Training forms part of RBI’s role of ensuring that ECD 
practitioners are equipped and have the necessary skills 
and competencies to develop, teach and prepare children for 
formal schooling.

Early Childhood Development corner

Dithusathuto go akaretsa le dibuka tse di 
balwang tse re di filweng ke Macmillan Teacher 
Campus di dirisiwa go kgothaletsa barutana le 
bana kwa mafelong a a tshegetswang ke RBI. 
Dibuka tse dingwe di isitswe kwa Mmakgopola, 
Mphepele le Retsogile Early Learning Centres.

Dimpho
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Ditiragalo tsa mo nakong e e tlang  
tsa RBI

Letlha la bofelo la go dira dikopo mo RBI Arts Festival 
30 Phatwe  

2023

RBI Winter School Programme ya Mophato 8 - 11
4 – 6 Phukwi  

2023

Sebaka se bulegile gore go ka dirwa dikopo mo North West 
University Unit of Distance Learning (RBI e thusa badiradikopo  
ba ba tlang mo diofising tsa rona gore ba tle go ithutela B.Ed  
ba se mo khampaseng le go ithuta ba dirisa inthanete)

Sekolo sa Kitsong se buletse dikopo tsa baithuti tsa ngwaga 
wa 2024. Etela Kitsong kwa Phokeng go bapa le Legato go 
dira kopo ya moithuti wa gago.

31 Phukwi   
2023

What’s on at RBI

Boitumelo Mokuoa has won the RBI 
Newsletter Name Competition. The name 
Thutho-seatleng aligns with the work of 
the institute and captures the intended 
outcome of the RBI newsletter – to 
provide information that people can use.

Congratulations!

WINNER RBI Newsletter  
Name Competition

Kitsong School  
2024 admissions open

Why Kitsong 
School?

We are an English 
medium school 

Our subjects prepare 
learners to further their 
studies anywhere in the 
world – and our alumni 
can compete with their  
peers globally

We had an excellent 
Matric pass rate  
since 2018 

We are an IEB, ISASA 
Member School and 
Umalusi accredited

Applications open for 
Grade R and 8

Limited space available for 
Grade 1-5 and 9-10

No admission for  
Grade 11 and 12 

Application forms 
are available from:
Kitsong School
Section 4, Punodung Section
Luka Road, Phokeng, 
Rustenburg

Opposite Legato
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